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Eva Browne-Paterson

Subject: FW: Media release - Turtle Nesting - Keswick Island

    Date: Sat, 26 Dec 2020 05:47:12 -0500 
    From: info@kipa.com.au 
Subject: Media release - Turtle Nesting - Keswick Island 
      To: Whitsunday@parliament.qld.gov.au, Mackay@parliament.qld.gov.au, environment@ministerial.qld.gov.au, 
resources@ministerial.qld.gov.au, Mirani@parliament.qld.gov.au, Burnett@parliament.qld.gov.au, 
maiwar@parliament.qld.gov.au, reception@opposition.qld.gov.au, Broadwater@parliament.qld.gov.au, 
Hinchinbrook@parliament.qld.gov.au, Lockyer@parliament.qld.gov.au, deputy.premier@ministerial.qld.gov.au, 
bonney@parliament.qld.gov.au, Premier@ministerial.qld.gov.au, Maroochydore@parliament.qld.gov.au, 
Condamine@parliament.qld.gov.au, traeger@parliament.qld.gov.au, Talbot.speechley@ministerial.qld.gov.au 
      Cc: col.wilson@rhc.com.au, craig@windwardspirit.com.au, Rayna Asbury <asburys@bigpond.com> 
 
Dear Elected Representatives 
 
We have been asked by some of you to be kept informed about environmental and conservation concerns on 
Keswick Island. 
 
In December 2019, turtles nested on Basil Bay. One month earlier, we watched in disbelief as the Basil Bay dunes 
that protect turtle rookeries and the shore nesting migratory birds, was decimated by excavation. This was a regular 
occurrence over the past 7 to 10 years by the former head lease holder Keswick Developments Pty Ltd, under the 
guise of beach grooming. However, last year with the new head lease holder China Bloom (Hong Kong) Ltd, the 
"beach grooming" was very heavy handed. 
 
Despite reporting our concerns to regulatory authorities, we knew the turtle and bird nests were doomed. Any 
evidence provided by sublease holders, residents and home owners was disregarded and our concerns shelved.  
 
Today, one year to the day, we have been bouyed by the early morning vision of turtle tracks from the sea to the 
dunes on Basil Bay and back again. A nest has been located on Basil Bay and protection against pedestrian traffic 
and natural predators is being erected by residents. 
 
If I can take your mind back to earlier in 2020, the response theme from elected representatives who had 
responsibility for the development of Keswick Island and the protection of our beautiful environment was "turtles 
haven't nested on Keswick Island for 10 years". Despite the fact that the location of 44 nests were recorded the very 
same year in Connie Bay, date stamped photos of the dune excavation and the doomed Basil Bay turtle nests, taken 
2019, were provided in a submission to the QLD Premier and Minister for Natural Resources Mining and Energy in 
March 2020. 
 
The attached Media Release has been circulated to all media contacts who have been reporting on the Keswick 
Island situation. They will no doubt be contacting your offices to ask for a response. 
 
We trust that you will review the previous advice, reconsider your position and take action to ensure that you are 
not a spectator but an active participant in the preservation of the environment of Keswick Island to ensure this 
location and others in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, continue to remain a pristine, natural haven for our 
wildlife and our future. 
 
Sincerely, 
Julie Willis 
Secretary 
Keswick Island Progress Association Inc. (KIPA) www.kipa.com.au[1] 
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MEDIA RELEASE 

Turtles make tracks on Keswick Island 

 

Keswick Island residents off Mackay in North Queensland have received a belated 

Christmas present with the first turtle of the festive season coming ashore to nest. 

Turtle tracks were found leading from Basil Bay to the sand dune rookery this morning. 

It is the same site excavated by the island’s new Chinese Head Lessee in November 

last year, under the guise of ‘beach grooming’. The State Government permitted the 

transfer of the head lease to China Bloom in May 2019. 

Residents were stunned when China Bloom (Hong Kong) Ltd claimed in a press 

statement earlier this month that no turtles have nested on Keswick Island for 10 years 

and it was not responsible for the beachside vandalism   

Photographs were taken at the time and later presented to the Palaszczuk 

Government as part of a 250-page dossier on the new Chinese owner’s treatment of 

residents and it’s controversial environmental track record on the island, 32 kilometres 

off Mackay. 

Some of the claims are being reviewed but the bulk of the complaints have either been 

ignored or dismissed by departmental officers. 

Turtle campaigner and island resident Rayna Asbury couldn’t wipe the smile off her 

face today when she made the turtle track discovery in drizzling rain as the sun came 

across Basil Bay. 

“Exactly a year ago, I was devastated when we made the same discovery after the 
dune had been completely excavated by Island management and I knew there was no 
chance of the eggs surviving the total inundation by the high tide,” she said. 
 
“It was an exciting discovery this morning -- turtle tracks up the beach, a nest and 
return tracks to the sea,” Mrs. Asbury said. 
 
“China Bloom's claim that no turtles have nested on Keswick Island for over 10 years 

is blown out of the water. Department of Environment Science reported that there was 

no evidence of turtle nesting in June 2019 - may I suggest a visit during the turtle 

nesting season to reassess this claim?  
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“On the plus side, let's hope that there has not been permanent damage to the nesting 

habitat and that turtles are protected on Basil Bay and Keswick Island for years to 

come.” 

Island residents have also reported tyre tracks in nesting grounds and the removal of 

a turtle nesting information sign in Connie Bay on the northern side of the island. 

Island management had locked and more recently chained the only road to Connie 

Bay. The blockade severely restricted residents’ access to the Connie Bay Rookery, 

preventing residents from gathering data for researchers. More than 40 turtle nests 

were recorded in Connie Bay last nesting season. 

The turtle issues over the past week have been reported to politicians and the Mackay 

and District Turtle Watch Association. 

“Hopefully, someone will have the courage to put an end to this environmental 

vandalism,” Mrs. Asbury said. “It will be too late when all turtles become extinct.” 

Mackay and District Turtle Watch Association president Steve Fisher has welcomed 

the return of nesting turtles to Basil Bay. 

Mr Fisher said: “We are now in the crossover part of the sea turtle nesting season. 

“We can still expect turtles to come up to nest and hatchlings are emerging from 

existing nests. Please take care if you are on beaches at night to reduce your light 

footprint as hatchlings are easily disorientated by artificial light. Hatchlings will often 

head to the artificial light rather than follow the glow from the ocean and beach down 

to the water. It is crucial that the hatchlings take and imprint of the beach by crawling 

down to the water on their own.” 
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Image Credit: Rayna Asbury, Keswick Island QLD, 26 December 2020 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs. Rayna Asbury 0427 572 563 

Craig Gilberd 0411 046 081 

December 26, 2020 

 


